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NEWLY-CONTACTED COMMUNITIES

with Erik L. Jennings Sim&es, M.D., neurosurgeon, health coordinator of the Zo'é

people and consultant to the Brazilian Ministry of Health

Dr. Jennings Simdes works deep in the Amazon rainforest, where he founded
the first public service neurosurgery unit. For 18 years, he has operated on
patients with specific diseases contracted in the forest and accidents. He
divides his time between a municipal hospital and a small hospital in the
middle of the forest, where he cares for the Zo’eé people, an indigenous recently-

contacted tribe.
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