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PLANETARY HEALTH GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is planetary health? 
According to the Rockefeller Foundation, planetary health refers to “the health of human civilization and 
the state of the natural systems on which it depends”. To learn more about planetary health and determine 
if your work aligns with this requirement, review our Reference Materials for Planetary Health Scholars 
document or visit the GHI Planetary Health page.

What unit administers the Planetary Health Graduate Scholars program?
The program for graduate and professional students is a collaboration between the University of Wisconsin-
Madison Global Health Institute (GHI) and the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies. 

WHO CAN APPLY?

Are there application requirements? 
Yes. You are required to be enrolled in a graduate or professional program at UW-Madison researching 
a topic relevant to planetary health with a minimum GPA of 3.0. Your faculty advisor must also agree to 
participate in the program.

Is a minimum 3.0 GPA required? 
Yes. A 3.0 GPA is required for all scholarship applications.  

Do I have to be in a certain department? 
No. You may be earning your graduate or professional degree from any department, but you must be 
engaged in or planning to begin research related to planetary health.

Am I still eligible if I am not currently engaged in planetary health? 
Yes, you are eligible to apply if you are planning to begin research on a topic relevant to planetary health. 

My research does not involve measuring health outcomes. Can I still apply?
Yes. Much of the field of planetary health is investigating topics that are tangential to direct health outcomes. 

Are there requirements related to how far along I am in my program?
Priority will be given to applicants with pre-dissertator status, but all graduate and professional students are 
invited to apply.
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Am I eligible if I am graduating in May 2020? 
No. While funds will be distributed over the summer (July), we require that scholarship recipients be 
present during the 2020/2021 academic year in order to participate in a number of events on campus.

Am I eligible to receive this scholarship more than once?
Yes, applicants and their advisors may receive this award more than once. 

Do I need support from a faculty advisor? 
Yes. Faculty advisor participation is required, and you need a recommendation from your advisor.

If I know in advance that I cannot attend one of the required events, am I still eligible to apply?
As a condition of award acceptance, awardees and their faculty advisors are required to participate 
in all Planetary Health Scholars Program events scheduled for the 2020-2021 academic year (see 
below). Therefore, you must plan to be on campus during the 2020-2021 academic year. If you have an 
extenuating circumstance, disability, or other issue that may impact your participation, please contact GHI 
for guidance.

 THE APPLICATION

How do I access the scholarship application?
The scholarship application is available on the Wisconsin Scholarship Hub WiSH. Find the 2020 
application along with all requirement details here. 

Why am I having difficulty accessing the application on WiSH?
Make sure you are signed in. If not, locate the “Sign In” button in the upper right corner and follow the 
prompts to sign in with your Net ID.  Once you login to WiSH, the link to the General Application form 
appears in the upper left corner. You can also search for the scholarship from the main WiSH page using 
the term “planetary.” 

What is the application timeline?
Applications will be solicited on February 1st with documents due March 1st and the goal of informing 
students of acceptance by April 1st 2020. Funds will distributed after 1 July 2020. 
What materials do I need to submit with my application?

 ❏ A current CV
 ❏ A letter of recommendation from faculty advisor
 ❏ UW transcript (unofficial is OK)
 ❏ A 2-3 page application (Double spaced in 12 pt. font. References should be cited in a consistent 
style where appropriate, but figures/diagrams and bibliography do not count toward the page 
limit.) Application should include the following: 

 � Explanation of how participation in this scholarship program would benefit you/your research
 � Introduction and summary of your research objectives
 � Background and significance of research
 � Brief overview of research design and methods
 � Description of preliminary data or findings (if available) and next steps
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How does my advisor submit a letter of recommendation? 
The WiSH Hub will automatically prompt you to enter your advisor’s name and email when applying. 
Once you save or submit the application, your advisor will receive an automated email with instructions 
for submitting their reference. If the reference hasn’t been submitted, the system will automatically send a 
reminder to the advisor after 3 days and to the student after 4 days.

Can I start the application and finish it later?
You can save your application at any time by clicking “Save and Keep Editing” at the bottom of the form. 
Once completed, you can submit your application by clicking “Finish and Continue.”

FUNDING QUESTIONS 

What is the dollar amount of the scholarship? 
$5,000 for students plus $1,000 in flexible funds for each student’s faculty advisor.

When will funds be distributed?  
Scholarship payments will be processed after 1 July 2020 and applied to the recipient students’ tuition 
accounts for the 2020/21 academic year.

 How will the funds be distributed? 
Funding will appear in your student center prior to the tuition due date. 

Will receiving this scholarship affect my financial aid?
Accepting a scholarship through the Wisconsin Scholarship Hub (WiSH) may result in a revision of your 
financial aid award, for more details click here.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

What do I need to do if chosen for the Planetary Health Scholars program?
There are six basic requirements for this scholarship: 

 ❏ Students and their faculty advisors are required to attend two scholarship dinner events: 
 � Welcome dinner and research kick-off: September 2020 (date TBD)
 � Reporting back and final research dinner: April 27, 2021 (after flash talks)

 ❏ Students must also attend at least one planetary health-themed Weston Lecture during the Fall 
2020 semester. Weston Lectures are typically Thursdays from 4:00-5:15 p.m. in 1153 Mechanical 
Engineering (to be confirmed). If you are absolutely unable to attend, the lecture can be viewed 
online here. 
 ❏ Students must complete a short mid-year report due January 15, 2021, using a template we will 
provide. Student reports will explain current progress on planetary health research and summarize 
key takeaways from the attended Weston lecture.
 ❏ Students must present a flash talk highlighting their planetary health-related research in April 27, 
2021 as part of the spring Global Health Seminar series. 
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 ❏ Students must compile a short end-of-academic-year report using a provided template by the 
end of the 2021 semester. The report will cover research progress, including new collaborations, 
and a commentary on planetary health work at UW-Madison.
 ❏ Students will write a thank you letter to David and Sarah Epstein, whose gift funds the scholarship 
program. This process should be coordinated with the Planetary Health Scholars Program 
Manager and/or the Nelson Institute’s Director of Advancement & Donor Relations.

What is a flash talk? 
A flash talk is a succinct and polished presentation highlighting your research. Talks should be no more 
than 5 minutes and include 3-5 PowerPoint slides.

What is the time commitment for the program? 
In addition to making progress on your own research, the program requires participation in three outside 
events totaling about 6 hours of time. Additionally, students will likely spend about 2 hours on required 
reports.

NEED MORE INFORMATION?

Who can I contact if I have other questions? 
Questions regarding the scholarship can be sent to the Global Health Institute at 
globalhealth@ghi.wisc.edu or Valerie Stull, Ph.D., at vstull@wisc.edu. Please list “Planetary Health 
Scholarship” in the subject line.
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